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4Reply by Author to W. P. Rodden

I. Lottati*
Technion—Israel Institute of Technology, Haifa, Israel

WOULD like to acknowledge the interest that W.P.
Rodden has shown in my Note! The main point of
Rodden’s lengthy Comment is the accuracy of the aerodynamic
strip theory compared to the lifting surface theory. It should
be mentioned that the accuracy of the lifting surface theory is
unquestionable and should be applied whenever possible. The
strip theory is applied mainly for its simplicity and its ability
to predict the mechanism’ of flutter and to get trends while
conducting parametric studies. It should be noted that the
strip theory. is still used in research -whenever aeroelastic
characteristics of high- aspect-ratio wing are to be investigated.
The hftmg surface theory is more complicated in application
and is therefore used in design and for low-aspect-ratio
aerodynamic wing calculations.

It should be emphasized that the many recently published
papers dealing with aeroelastic subjects apply the strip theory,
proving that the situation described in Rodden’s Comment is
not accurate. ' '

- Received Aug. 10, 1987.

*Senior Lecturer, Department of Engineering.
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